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In This Issue: This issue of HigOer Education in the States contains the fourth annual tabular survey of
programs in operation or approved ror state support of private higher education in the
50 states. The table begins on page 2.

THE STATES AND PRIVATE HIGHER EDUCATION

Richard M. Millard
Director, Higher Education:Services, ECS

State aid to private higher education in this country js
not new and in fact goes back to the beginnings of
higher education in the colonies. The then colony and
later commonwealth of Massachusetts contributed colonial
funds to the funding of Harvard College and continued
to support it with public funds until well into the 19th

century. Public concern today for helping to insure the
dual public and private systems of higher education is
being expressed primarily through the states, not through
the federal government. -The aggregate state response,
while it may or may not be adequate, iias been and is
impressive.

According to the Center fer Research and Development
in Higher,- Education at the University of California,
Berkeley, state aid to the private sector on the basis of
amount per student has increased five times over the
last ten years and 190 per cent in the last five years,.
Within the current year, in figures not reflected in the
Berlieley study, the amount has increased considerably.
Currently 41 states, an increase of two over January 1974,
have authorized programs to make funds available to the
private sector either directly or indirectly in a number of
different ways (editor's note: a new state scholarship
program has been authorized but not funded in Idaho;
information on the program was received too late for this
issue) such as student aid, contracts, direct institutional
aid, medical/dental/nursing education, etc.

One does have to keep in mind, however, that the states'
response is an aggregate response and the situation varies
considerably from state to state. It is im ant to keep
in mind that no two states are alike or have identical
programs. They vary in history, ethnic mix, economic,
resources, governmental structure, traditions and per-
spectives in relation to each other and the national scene.
They vary in size of the private sector from states like
Massachusetts, where until relatively recently more than
half of the enrolled students were in private institutions,
to Wyoming with no private institutions at all. The ex-
tent to which *private higher education constitutes an
important resource, the extent to which the condition of
priyate institutions presents a challenge, even the extent
to whicit reinforcement of private higher eduiation finan-
cially constitutes a major or minor budgetary issue varies
considerably from state to state.

There is not and there should not be a single problem or
a single'answer in the area of state aid to private higher
,education. There are literally 50 problems and 50b is

of answers;and each one not only has to be, but should
be considered separately.

Published periodically by the Higher Education Services Depart-
ment, Education Commission of the States, 1860 Lincoln Street,
Suite 300, Denver, Colorado 80203.
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